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"his Mipdiention: of Mr. Beresford?s con- 
duct againſt the falſe aſperſions of Mrs. Ha- 
milton, and her partizans, having induced 
him to print the foregoing Narrative in the 
year 1782, a continuation of the ſame conduct, 
on their part, obliges him to add the ſ abſequent 

circumſtances. 1 8 
The Parliament of Paris only waited the 
documents Mr. Beresford intended to furniſh 
them with, in order to ground their remon- 
ſtrance to the King; but Mrs. Hamilton, and 
her agents, fearing the ſucceſs of ſuch mea | 
ſures, inſtigated ſome of Mr. Beresford's crea 
ditors to arreſt him for debts contracted by 
his wife, and confine him in the King's Bench 
- priſon, where he remained upwards of two 
years, with very ſlender and uncertain means of 
ſobfiſtence; and in ſuck a ſituation, arifing 
from his nchen reverſe of n, that 
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| he was incapacitated for every ſort of buſts 
neſs. : 
| During this 5 of his confinement, as 
well as before, every engine was employed by 
Mrs. Hamilton, under the direction of that 
able projector, Arthur Murphy, Eſq. of Lin- 
coln's- inn, to deprive him, not only of his 
wife, but of her preſent fortune, which the 
law had made his right. They endeavoured 
to ſuborn a woman to act the part of a wife, 
and other witneſſes to prove a pretended prior 
marriage; and they had procured Mrs. Beres- 
ford's fortune to be lodged in the Court of 
Chancery, after it had become his abſolute 


. proper ty. 


When Mr. . found that hig 1 various 
Cheney: aided by all the legal ſubtilties he- 
had gleaned fince he had ſtrutted on the boards 
of Drury-lane Theatre, with fame never to be 
forgotten while true taſte and the Roſciad are 
admired, could not point out a mode to break 
the marriage, he adviſed a propoſal to be made 
to Mr. Beresford, (though a fimilar one had 
formerly been treated by him with a deſerved 
indignation), namely, that he ſhould: ſuffer 
himſelf to be detected with a proſtitute, and 
a divorce be obtained in Doctor's Com- 
mons for his * bor which honour - 


171 and moral _ he was to'be benefited | 
; 1 by. 


by an e to his aide 8 fortunes This 


propoſal being rejected, ſpies were employed ; 


to watch Mr. Beresford's manner of living 
in priſon; and if he. ſhould have been ſeen 


in converſation with a female, immediate- 


ly to report it: which plan was alſo defeated, 


by Mr. Beresford's habits of life not being ſo 
diſſolute as Mrs. Hamilton wiſhed to aſcribe 


to him. 


At length Mr. Rereafori's credifibrs choughs : 


his ſituation very ſevere; and as the debts for 


which he had been arreſted were contracted to 
ſupport his wife in the ſituation he then thought 
her intitled to, they conſidered it an additional 


reaſon why ſome indulgence ſhould be allowed 


him. They releaſed him from his confinement 
on the terms of his agreeing to give up part 
ol the fortune he was to poſſeſs, in right of his 


marriage, for the Wahre of his debts. 


Ihe principal fortune Miſs Hamilton had, 
: independent of her mother, was two thouſand 


pounds bank- ſtock, bequeathed her, when an 


infant, by her grandfather, Mr. Rowan, which 


Was veſted in the hands of the late Mr. Adair, 


father to the Recorder of London. This ſum, 


with its accumulations, muſt have been paid 
over to Mr. Beresford, in his right of marriage, 
e to the teſtator's will, had not Mr. 


A 3 | Marphy, | 
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Murphy, che ingenious conductor of every | 
machination againſt him, interfered. He ad- 
viſed Mrs. Hamilton's ſolicitor to have the 
money placed in the Court of Chancery, 
though after the marriage, and to ſwear an af- 
fidavit made ſubſequent, but dated prior, to 
that period; by which it appeared, that the 

bank-ftook had been lodged in the hands f 
the Accountant- general, previous to the ce- 
remony. The Solicitor, though prevailed 
upon to commit ſuch an act, having a little 


before his death, which happened in the year 


at ſo unwarrantable an action, wrote to Mr. 


Beresford, declaring the tranſaction. The let- 


ter is fill in his - REN: 2 eee e 
dne the fact. 1 31 
Soon after Mr. Beresford's vii 1 
80 be had retired to his livings at Bedford, 
iz order, if poſſible, to ee and 'ecucate 
dis child, without any aid from Mrs. Hamilton, 
or her family; and in that retreat, to forget 
the misfortunes he had endured in conſequence 
of his unhappy marriage. He had been reſi- 
dent there for ſome months, when Mrs. Ha- 
milron ſent a gentleman of the law, one of her 
relations, and partizans, to offer him a ſum of 
| ee . execute an inſtrument per- 
; VN mirting 


. 


4 7 * 
mitting 1 wife to refide in Rugland-1 unmo- 


leſted by him, and releaſe Mrs. Hamilton from 
"the. ſuits inſtituted againſt her abroad and at 
5 home, * for. the abduction of Mrs, Beresford. 
This gentleman, with much art and addreſs, 
repreſented to Mr. Beresford the impoſſibility 
of his ever recovering his wife, who had re- 


ſolved to remain in France, and had obtained 


the King's letters of protection; that there was 
no evidence againſt Mrs, Hamilton to conyi& - 
her of the abduction ; aſſured him, that ſuch a 


5 compromiſe, would, inſtead of obſtructing, fa- 


cilitate the buſineſs of his application to the 
y for his wife's fortune; and 


Court of Chance 


thus perſuaded him to accept the ſum of 
eight hundred guineas for executing a deed 
of the above deſcription; chat ſum being 


Nr. Beresford's eſtimate of the expences he 
5 bad incurred by vexatious rein wich che 


9 4+ 


| al he: a as 1 eee . . 


acceding to articles of ſeparation. With, me- 


ney Mr. Beresford. diſcharged certain debts 
immediately relating to the former ſupport of 
bis child; and, with the reſt, carried that in- 
nocent victim of unnatural cruelty out of ga = 
pay of its perſecutors, to be educated on the 


p icated —— be 


25 came. In allhis ec 


> p 
* 0 $ 
FOE ow” 4 2 q A 7 COIs 
ONS 1 g 2 * 8 5 = 
. 7 2 > Re bs ? 


"** N had 


\ y 4 f LY 
* ” # 8 % R — 1 
z 9 
4 k f - 2 
i d , a ) — 8 
8 8 3 : - 1 
* % 7 2 "x ö 1 — 1 FSA F ; . 7 OT 
1 . 6 4 N 5 8 > _ a — 
2 — ä . —_—_— 7 — TTT Sew Mo 0 1 a — — S ge — 
e o S — — rr : —.— = SIDE wk kt Ez 
8 3 = 2 — 2 * 2 Derr r — — 9 2 TERRI — . —— — K 
Fo , . fl * * n a 1 "Wat 6. * TW." I __ ray mM 
0 8 8 8 — 2 I L 5 : * 
1 / 
k 5 


Me eee TO ESR POR TONERS, DG hn or OE gy 
* 


— 
eee ee e ee 


* 8 wad infamy, togerhe 


| | had never 'relinquihed- it it cgi a moment; its 
* eſcape, firſt from the attempt of expoſing i it as a 
| founding, and next, from the horrid defign of 
| having it deftroyed at Lille, (a circumſtance 
te pledges himſelf fully to prove on a future 
oecaſion to the public) its having been a par- 
taker in all its father's captivity and perſecuti- 
ons, together with the conſideration of its mo- 
ther's barbarity i in having abandoned-it, had ſo 
endeared it to him, that he had reſolved to 

devote his life to its care and protection; and 
he truſts chat his paſt and future ue Will 
1 N the ſincerity of his profeſſons. ILL. 
Mr. Beresford came to London in the yas 
1788, to purſue bis ſuit ! in Chancery; iwhich 
only waited- an application to that Court, for 
the recovery of his wife's fortune. But here 
again the counſels of that hoary-headed finner, 
whoſe iniquities, though in the winter of life, 
are yet in full vigour, had ſuggeſted a new 
plan, which need only be named to evince its 

r with the ignorance: -of 1ts-ad- 
"'viſer ; that Mrs. Hamilton, or her daughter, : 
| ſhould not execute the deed of ſeparation,” but 
ſhould allege before the Chancellor, that he 
had fold"theiperſon of his wife for eight hun- 

dredguineas, to a gentleman who probably is 
not worth eight hundred penee : and that thus 
YL 4a . = he 


* 


1 Woti be inches out är Met hen of 
the land had given him, and what his ſuffers 


ings had dearly earned. It will naturally be 
aſked, what injury Mr. Beresford had done this | 


upright counſel, that he ſhould thus deſert the 


uſual practice of his profeſſion, as well as that 
of honour and virtue, to be the adviſer of 
ſuch ſchemes as theſeꝰ None. Mrs. Hamil- 
ton's purſe, ever open to vicious purpoſes, and 
the gratification of her vengeance, was the fole | 
inſtigator. But Mr. Beresford is conſoled by 
the reflection, that no exertions of Mr. Mur 
phy, or any other man, though ſuperior to 
Mr. Murphy in point of character, can elude 
the vigilance of Engliſh juſtice, or induee the 


5 * tribunal, before which his cauſe depends, 


to deviate from the line of rectitulleQ. 


One difficulty yet remained, which even 
the talents of Mr. Murphy ſeemed inade- 
_ quate to remove ;—a proviſion for the iſſue 


of the marriage, which Mrs. Hamilton knew ; 
the court would make; and which muſt place 
this perſecuted infant beyond the reach of her 


vengeance. An additional douceur gave freſh 


vigour to Mr. Murphy's ingenuity; and he 
adviſed her to deny and diſpute the identity of. - 
the child, and to allege it was dead, and 
75 that another had been placed in its ſtead,— 


| This idea, it ſeems, 18 not yet relinquiſhed. 
e However 
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1 Wide iP if Mr. Beresford had not the, eri 
dense of the ſame nurſe who received it at 


75 Lille, at the time its expoſure eee een 


7 were planned, and every other neceſſar Proof . 
duly regiſtered and connected, the ſtrong re- 


ſemblance it bears to that family from whom 


its father. derives! all his misfortunes, ms 
þ ſufficiently: teſtify its identity. 

It has been ſtated in the beginning of Mn 5 
| Beresford 8 Narrative, that Mrs. Hamilton“ s 
attention to him was with a view to induce him 

to make his addreſſes to Miſs Dawſon, her 

pfrotegee, and her daughter's companion. Mis. 
Hamilton ayowed that to be her reaſon for re- 
ceiving him; but ſhe alſo aYoled: to Mr. Be- 
resford, in a moment of evening hilarity, and 
under an influence, which daily prevails: 
dinner, a reaſon, alluded to in the 3th page of 
his Narrative, for the increaſe af her kindneſs, 


bot which he was. unwilling to declare while 
there remained any proſpect of reconciliation; 


and which he would ſtill ſuppreſs, but that who- 
| foeverhasfeen the lady, will Bag ham 


= of vanity in the confeſſion, She inſinuated that 


her attachment to Mr. Beresfard would make 
her unhappy, unleſs the affection was mutual. 
. Mr. Beresford certainly not only wanted taſte 
| ſufficient to receive theſe overtures, but was 
| enough to turn them i into > ridicule 1 in pre- 
| fence 5 


ca) 
fence of the young ladies; and to Sis alone 


he can impute the unrelenting vengeance witk 


which ſhe has fince purſued him. Mr. Beres- 
ford will not be ſuppoſed to infinuate any per- 
ſonal attractions in himfelf, by having made 
an impreſſion on a lady on the verge of fixty, 
and many years rejected by her own huſband. 


But it will be ſaid, Mrs. Hamilton has alleged 


other reaſons, beſides!” her own diſappoint- 


ment, for her reſentment, and has ſtared them 


in her pleadings ; ſuch as Mr. Beresford's be- 
haviour to her daughter; who, as the ſays, 
ſought protection in the arms of her mother, 


from the violence and cruelty of her huſband. 


Mr. Beresford muſt here, with ſome reluctance, 


refer to his wife for the falſity of the affertion. 


He would paſs over in contemptuous ſilenee, 


the name of a ypung woman ſo deſtitute of 
feeling, and ſo unmoved by the appeals of a- 


ture as to have deferted her innocent child, 


did not his own vindication make it neceſſary 


to ſtate her ſentiments and declaration, as de- 
| livered to many of her acquaintance, er that 


c“ he had behaved with kindnefs and affection 


te her, until the moment the left him. 


But when the fact is remembered, that ſhe Was 
every day ſent back to her huſband's houſe, and . 


, * n when the had the * 05 orth 


1 


X 9 
"of elopement as afterwards, all ven on 
this ſubject will appear unneceſſary. 11 
Mr. Beresford's caſe is the cy ika 
1 A a perſecution of ſuch rancour and ma- 
lignity has been carried on for a ſeries of 
by Fears, ; unleſs the ;perſon perſecuted had been 
branded with ſuch infamy as to render him 
unworthy the ſociety of men. Every one who 
has heard of the rancorous perſecution; on the 
part of his mother-in-law; and the variety of 
8 plans to effect his rum, muſt have naturally 
concluded that he had been accuſed af ſome 
atrociqus crimes prior to his marriage. No 
reaſonable man could ever ſuppoſe Mrs. Hamil- 
would prefer her daughter's being con- 
- ſidered 8 
his wife, Grhich appears by her obliging her 
co call herſelf Miſs Hamilton, though the mar- 
riage is no longer queſtioned), unleſs he had by 
ſome vile conduct forfeited all claim to the 
name of gentleman. Could the ſingle eireum- 
ſtance of eloping with a young lady, where the 
8 inclination had been perfectly mutual, mark 
* him with infamy; and warrant ſuch! proceed- 


Ir. Beresford's miſtreſs, / inſtead of 


' ings ?; How many. gentlemen in England, of 


virtue and honour, (ſome of them the orna- 
ments of their profeſſions in their different de- 
; 1 88 of ws "hq: have acted in the ſame 

manner, 


manner, waiſt ſuffer the ſame Kane?” Mr. 
Beresford. does not attempt to juſtify. the con- 
duct of addreſſing any lady, without the ap- 
probation of her parents; but he may fairly | 
_ allege, that if - ever there: was a caſe , where 
it was leſs. criminal than another, it was this. 1 
Miſs Hamilton had daily received ſuch, cruel _ 
treatment from her mother, that ſhe; could no 
longer endure her ſituation. With conſidera- 
ble natural talents, her mind was ſuffered to 
remain totally uncultivated. She had been 
removed from the care of a worthy. and af - 
fectionate father, (for chat is Mr. Hamilton” 8 
character), to live under the dominion of a 
mother, whoſe ignorance and vanity made her 
ſuppoſe all other inſtruction but her own un- 
neceſſary; and who was conſtantly holding . 
out the terrors of diſinheriting her, whenever 5 . 
ſme expreſſed a wiſh to be educated and treat. 
ed as all other young ladies, in her ſituation, — 
were. She had been long the object of com- WO 4 
paſſion to every perſon. who vifited Mis. 
Familton, and had ſeen the violence of that 
lady's temper, and the groſs indelicacy, as well | 
as ſeverity, with which ſhe had been treated. 
It was not then, as told in the impaſſioned elo- 
_ * quence. of Mr. de Limon, or rather of Mr. 
Beaumarchaige (to whom the e of 
that 
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that memoir ought to be aſeribed), the ſec 


tion of a. child from the arms of her tender 


mother; it was the removal of her from the 

| eruelty of an-unfeeling parent, and from miſery 
of which the herſelf had bitterly complained, 
and which had began to prey upon her con- 
ſtitution. The heinous crime of miſ- alliance, 
that is, diſparity between the perſons married, 
fo much relied on in the pleadings of the 
F reneh advocate, whoſe compoſition is too 

ridiculouſly illiberal to be regarded by any 
f reaſoning and diſpaſſionate man, Mr. Beresford 


holds in too much contempt to anſwer. He 


was a beneficed clergyman of the church of 


England, and honoured with the friendſhip of 
ſome of the firſt families in that kingdom; that 
his father is not rich, nor graced with any 
honour but that of being an honeſt man, will 
never operate againſt him with men of ſenſe 
and candour: ' How far the lady's ſituation 
Was an exalted one, Mrs. Hamilton's circle of 
5 London acquaintance (the liſt of whom could 
not be inſerted without an appearance of too 
much illiberality) will clearly ſhew. Mr. 
Beresford need only refer the reader of theſe 
facts to the above · mentioned abſurd and ludi- 
crous collection of invectives thrown out againſt 


Ring | before the parliament of Paris, to thew, 
that 


* 

* 

55 

x 

. 

* 

4 * 

L 

8 

by 
LY 
7 i 
Wy * 
. 
4% 
1 2M 
3 


4 * 
. * 
Ye R 
8 
8 


„ 0 35 3 


| that although the authets of it - had traced Ea: 
life and actions, from his infancy until that 
time, they had not a ſingle fact to allege 


againſt him, except his conduct 1 in the elope- 
ment. Had the advoca 


any tribunal where popular, prejudice did not 
aſcribe merit to deſcent, he would not have 
been ſuffered to uſe thoſe inſolent and oppro- 
brious terms againſt Mr. Beresford, only be- 
cauſe he did not, like his opponent, ſeduce. 

che heraldry office to fabricate a pedigree um 
an illuſtrious family. 

Mr. Beresford has now diſcharged what 40 | 
. conſiders a duty to himſelf, and his infant 
daughter, whoſe future happineſs may depend 
much on removing the groundleſs calumnies 
with which his reputation has been ſtigmatized. 
He is content to be judged by the tenour of 
his life and actions; and he calls upon his 
accuſers to prove the truth of their malignant 
” aſperfions, or to diſcontinue a perſecution, 


_ ſuggeſted by YER. and Hpported by 
| Kalſchood. 
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G15 memoir Gage to de Soribed);/ the n 
tion of a. child from the arms of her tender 
mother; it was the removal of her from the 
cruelty of an unfeeling parent, and from miſery 
of which ſhe herſelf had bitterly complained, 
and which had began to prey upon her con- 

= ſtitution. T he heinous crime of miſ-alliance, 
khat is, diſparity between the perſons married, 
fo much relied on in the pleadings of the 
French advocate, whoſe compoſition is too 
ridiculouſly illiberal to be regarded by any 
reaſoning and diſpaſſionate man, Mr. Beresford 
holds in too much contempt to anſwer. He 
Was a beneficed clergyman of the church of f 
England, and honoured with the friendſhip of 
ſiome of the firſt families in that kingdom; that 
his father is not rich, nor graced with any 
honour but that of being an honeſt man, will 
never operate againſt him with men of ſenſe 
and candour: How far the lady's fituation 
was an exalted one, Mrs. Hamilton's circle of 
London acquaintance (the liſt of whom could 
not be inſerted without an appearance of too 
much illiberality) will clearly ſhew. Mr. 
Beresford need only refer the reader of theſe 
facts to the above-mentioned abſurd and ludi- 
crous collection of invectives thrown out againſt 


kim before the pas of Paris, to ſhew, 
that 


LD s 
5 * 


that 1 the authors of 1 it bad 19 0 bis 
life and actions, from his infancy until that 
time, they had not a ſingle fact to allege 

againſt him, except his condudt i in the elope- 


any tribunal where wn takes did not 
aſcribe merit to deſcent, he would not have 


been ſuffered to uſe thoſe inſolent and oppro- 


brious terms againſt Mr. Beresford, only be- 
cauſe he did not, like his opponent, ſeduce. 


the heraldry office to fabric ate 2 ng has from 
an illuſtrious family. 


Mr. Beresford has now v diſcharged what Tis 


conſiders a duty. to himſelf, and his infant 


daughter, whoſe future happineſs may depend 
much on removing the groundleſs calumnies 


with which his reputation has been ſtigmatized. 


He is content to be judged by the tenour of 


his life and actions; and he calls upon his 
accuſers to prove the truth of their malignant 


aſperſions, or to diſcontinue a perſecution, 


_ ſuggeſted by Yn: and fuppaned- by 
| Hallchood. . 3 
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